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Introduction 
 

Tvids comprise many 
short video clips designed 
to comprehensively test 
video encoders, to the 
limits of their capabilities. 
 

Tvids are not standard 
stock footage, but were 
filmed, edited and 
documented for the sole 
purpose of evaluating video encoders.  They are designed to stress video encoders in many ways, by 
providing a wide range of subjects including 'difficult' video such as fast movement, reflections, lots of 
detail, night-time, highlights, hand-held camera, varying focus, varying contrast.. 
 

This means that Tvids provide full test coverage of just about any type of video that an encoder is 
likely to encounter, so using Tvids can save many man-weeks in time that would otherwise be 
spent assembling and documenting test video sequences. 
 

Tvids are great for 
���� ���� broadcasters who need to decide which encoder to buy, or if the latest software upgrade to 

their current encoders really is an upgrade.  Or is maybe experimenting with D-Cinema and 
needs content to try. 

���� ���� development engineers who need a wide range of defined content video to try at different 
resolutions, or to know if the encoder slows down to less than real time when dealing with a 
lot of detail or a fast zoom, or any of a host of other video issues. 

 

 
Description and Features By compression experts, for engineers 
 

Filmed entirely in HD, Tvids were produced by personnel expert in video compression, understanding 
what can be hard or slow for an encoder to deal with and what can take an inefficient encoder a lot 
more bits to encode.  To aid the engineer user, every clip is extensively documented - 70 features are 
noted, such as scene content, global and subject motion, colors and contrast, properties such as 
focus & depth-of-field and sound.  This makes it easy for a user to find the clips that contain grainy 
night-time video, or water, or text, or whatever the video type is that causes the encoder trouble: 

���� ���� subject types such as people, traffic, buildings, sky, water, trees, text.. 
���� ���� movement types such as panning, zooming in/out, tracking, hand-held camera, fast, slow.. 
���� ���� subject motion such as into, out of or across the picture, in front of & partially behind objects 
���� ���� lighting conditions, from bright sunlight, dull daylight, shaded areas, indoors, night-time.. 
���� ���� varying camera properties such as depth of field, in/out-of-focus.. 
���� ���� hard to encode items such as reflections, fine lines, patterns, round objects. 

 

The clip sets include: 
���� ���� Sizes: mobile, web, SD NTSC, D1 PAL, 720p, 1080i, 1080p, 2K & 4K D-Cinema 
���� ���� Bit depths: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 bit 
���� ���� Chroma sampling: 4:2:0, 4:2:2, 4:4:4 
���� ���� Audio: with all video sequences (when did you last see a program with no audio?) 
���� ���� Format: uncompressed YUV video; audio AAC and PCM 
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Note: below is the list of currently available Tvids.  This list is being added to on a frequent basis: see www.testvid.com for a 
list of the current Tvids.  If there are further clips that you would like please contact sales@testvid.com to request these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Licensing of Tvids 
 

1. Although Tvids are royalty-free (with nothing to pay on use) they are licensed, not sold.  Tvids may be used for testing, 
development, evaluation, marketing, promotion, sales and similar activities but may not be re-sold even in a 
substantially modified form.  A maximum of 25 copies may be made on a single site. 

2. Tvids are watermarked in the lower left corner. 
 

Set name Purpose Content Resolutions * No. of 
clips 

Length Format (all 
YUV planar) 

Size on 
disk 

T2V001 
USA East 

 

Standard HD 
formats with 
extensive 
content 

New York 
(most), Florida 

1920x1080 
1920x1080int 
1280x720 

180 
(60 at each 
res’n) 

1 hour 36 m 
(32 mins at 
each res’n)  

4:2:0 374 
GBytes 

T2V002 
USA West 

 

Standard HD 
formats with 
extensive 
content 

San Francisco 
and Las Vegas 

1920x1080 
1920x1080int 
1280x720 

168 
(56 at each 
res’n) 

2 hours 20 m 
(47 mins at 
each res’n) 

4:2:0 540 
GBytes 

T2V003 
Europe 

 

Standard HD 
formats with 
extensive 
content 

London, 
Munich, 
Barcelona, 
Bruges 

1920x1080 
1920x1080int 
1280x720 

201 
(67 at each 
res’n) 

2 hours 15 m 
(45 mins at 
each res’n) 

4:2:0 502 
GBytes 

T2V004 
LowRes 

 

Resolutions D1 
PAL and below, 
incl. VGA, CIF, 
etc. down to 
small web sizes 

USA and 
Europe 
(cities listed 
above) 

720x576int   720x480int 
640x480       320x240 
160x120       80x60 
352x288       176x144 
480x234       220x176 
728x90         160x600 

840 
(70 at each 
res’n) 

9 hours 52 m 
(49 mins at 
each res’n) 

4:2:0 179 
GBytes 

T2V005 
HighRes 

 

HD and D-
Cinema video 
with high bit-
depths and full 
chroma 

USA and 
Europe 
(cities listed 
above) 

1920x1080   10-bit 
1920x1080   14-bit 
2048x1152   12-bit 
4096x2304   12-bit 

136 
(34 at each 
res’n) 

52 mins 
(13 mins at 
each res’n) 

4:2:2 
4:4:4 
4:4:4 
4:4:4 

1,849 
GBytes 

T2V006 
Synthetic 

 

Standard HD 
formats with 
precisely 
defined motion 
& features 

Synthetically 
generated / 
altered 

1920x1080 
1920x1080int 
1280x720 

150 
(50 at each 
res’n) 

1 hour 15 m 
(25 mins at 
each res’n) 

4:2:0 285 
GBytes 

Ver: 1.0c. This brochure provides outline information only. The content herein is subject to change without notice and may not be used as 
the basis for any contract. TestVid and Tvids are trademarks of TestVid Ltd.  Copyright TestVid Ltd 0 �2010, all rights reserved 


